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Comments Regarding The Federal Communications Commission ET Docket 97-157

The National League of Cities, the National Criminal Justice Association, the National
Coordinating Council of Emergency Services, New York City, and the California League of Cities
support the Commission's proposal to allocate 24 MHz within TV channels 60-69 to public
safety. Reliable wireless communications are essential to public safety's mission to protect life and
property.

As illustrated in the Public Safety Wireless Advisory Committee's (PSWAC) Final Report, public
safety is faced with severe shortages of available spectrum for both voice and data
communications. We believe that the Commission has taken the first of many steps to alleviate
this problem through the issuance of ET Docket 97-157. The basic premise of this NPRM
(Notice of Proposed Rule Making) has been validated by Congress in passing Section 3004 of the
Balanced Budget Act of 1997 which amends the Communications Act of 1934 by adding a new
Section 337 (a) (1) The statute also requires that the remaining 36 MHz in 746-806 be allocated
for commercial services and assigned through competitive bidding.

There is a substantial need to reallocate additional spectrum for public safety immediately. The
reallocation of 24 megahertz in the 746-806 band, if allocated in the immediate future, would
serve as a short-term fix for this problem. But, the Commission should also be aware that this
temporary fix, as proposed, does not address the difficult issue of interoperability among local,
state and federal agencies. The Commission must find an additional 2.5 MHz of spectrum for
interoperability in the VHF and UHF bands. Additional spectrum is still required in the lower
bands to solve the interoperability problems. The direct benefit of this NPRM will be that
agencies presently using spectrum above channel 69 can expand existing systems or create new
systems in this spectrum range.

The PSWAC Final Report recommends that spectrum within channels 60 - 69 be immediately
allocated to public safety. Unfortunately, the NPRM does not provide an expeditious realization
of this proposal. There are only a handful of major cities that can benefit form this NPRM. The
remainder must wait until such time as the DTV transition is complete - a date in the uncertain
future. This does not provide a short term (5 years) solution as recommended by PSWAC

While Congress, in 47 USC 309 (j) (14) B, has allowed exceptions to the date certain of
December 31, 2006, to vacate channels 60-69, it is incumbent upon the Commission to take all
appropriate action to ensure that these deadlines are met. We also recommend that the
Commission limit the 60-69 allocation entirely to public safety and similar land mobile
Icommercial services. This would provide a twofold benefit by eliminating the requirement to set
aside spectrum at the band edges to protect TV receivers from harmful interference and also
encouraging the development of new, more efficient technology by providing" greenspace." The
development of this new technology will trickle down to public safety and provide new public
safety oriented technology at reduced costs. Therefore we recommend that broadcast services be
eliminated from consideration for licensing within this allocation.



As the record indicates, the broadcast services had made clear to the Commission that they did
not have demand for this portion of the spectrum. Moreover, channels 60-69 are lightly used
throughout the nation, so that reallocation of these channels to public safety and land mobile type
services should have minimal impact on the broadcast industry while enhancing public safety's
ability to provide essential services.

The National League of Cities, the National Criminal Justice Association, the National
Coordinating Council of Emergency Services, New York City, and the California League of Cities
commend the Commission for acting quickly to fulfill the recommendations of the PSWAC Final
Report. We urge the Commission to continue its efforts to find additional spectrum for
interoperability in the lower frequency bands, to vacate the TV channels in order to allocate the
24 MHz as soon as possible, and to restrict this allocation only to specific state and local public
safety and similar land mobile services.
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